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Review suspension of
whistleblower, Centre
tells IIT Kharagpur

Shiv Sahay Singh

KOLKATA: The Ministry of Hu-
man Resource Development
has written to the Indian In-
stitute of Technology (IIT)
Kharagpur to review its deci-
sion on Professor Rajiv Ku-
mar, who is under suspension
for the past 19 months.

Prof. Kumar from the com-
puter science department
was suspended in May 2011
The charges against him in-
clude “accessing media for
personal gain and maligning
the institution” as well as
“misrepresentation of facts
on ‘irregular’ laptop
purchase.”

“While the Ministry would
notlike to interfere in the dis-
ciplinary matters of the in-
stitute, in view of the
aforesaid situation, IIT Kha-
ragpur is directed to review
the case of Professor Rajiv

- Kumar for his continued sus-

pension as per the provisions
of Central Civil Services
(CCS) and Classification Con-
trol and Appeal (CCA) rules
and pass a speaking order in
this matter,” the letter states.
Prof. Kumar, who raised
questions about marking in
the IIT-JEE entrance exam-
ination system, used RTI to
ascertain details of the marks
obtained by students during
the entrance examination.

Courts laud efforts

His efforts have been laud-
ed by the courts, which said
they were aimed at bringing
in “transparency in the pro-
cedure by various RTT appli-
cations.” It was also noted
that the debate generated by
several views of experts dur-
ing the course of the writ pro-

ceedings, had helped in
making the merit-ranking
process more transparent
and accurate.

Prof. Kumar also alleged
that a section of officials. of
IIT-KGP were involved in
running a fake institute with-
in its campus which gave di-
ploma to students; he raised

questions about the seating-

arrangement of IIT students
during internal
examinations,

“The suspension cannot
continue beyond a definite
period and the Board (IIT-
KGP board) should have pre-
scribed a time-limit for the
next review, which should not
exceed 180 days as per CCS
(CCA) rules,” the letter dated
October 22, 2012 says.

FFor a good atmosphere .

Earlier in July 2012, IIT
Kharagpur's Registrar had
written a letter to the Minis-
try, saying the withdrawal of

‘suspension of Prof. Kumar

and resumption ,of duties
would adversely affect the
academic atmosphere of the
institute. :
Referring to the IIT's re-
sponse on Prof. Kumar's join-
ing, the Ministry pointed out
in the communication that
such argument did not appear
to be tenable because no such
charge had been levelled
against the professor in the
charge sheet in May 2011.
Asked about the letter, au-
thorities of IIT Kharagpur re-
fused to comment. “The
decision regarding the letter
will be taken by the IIT Kha-
ragpur Board,” T.K. Ghosal,
Registrar of IIT Kharagpur,
said without elaborating
further. .
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MIT graduate ... s
quits cushy life
for TB patients

By Giridhar Jha in Patna

MULTIPLE award-winning engineer-
ing graduate with a PhD degree under
his belt from the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT) is on a mis-
sion to eradicate tuberculosis (TB)
from the remote villages of Bihar.
Manish Bhardwaj, CEO and co-founder of
Innovators in Health (ITH), has been camp-
ing in the Dalsingsarai block of Samastipur
district with his team of associates and

workers to facilitate proper treatment of B CURRENT WORK { M EDUCATION .. i Massachusetts Institute of -
the widespread infectious disease afflicting Co-founder of Innovators ; mBachelor of Computer . -{ Technology and PhD on
alarge number of people in the area. In Health, anon-profit . i Engineering: Nanyang - { wireless technology, MIT .

“We identify the patients in the 16 panchay- voluntary organisation echnological University, '; % AWARDS . T
ats of DaJsmgsara,} block an‘::l ensure their which he founded In ingapore o . IBM Research Fellowshl;i -
That they Lase medicamd, Twe make sure Biharin2010.The . | mMastersIn Computer . - | MIT Graduate Stugent’ ™
during the six months of their treatment.” organisation Isworking | and Electrical L

: Council Teaching Award & :

In Bihar alone, 1.8 lakh new cases of TB are i Compaq gold megja! -

reported every year. A majority of the patients v -
give up medicines midway
through their treatment because

to eradicate TB. ¢ Englneering,

L

of poverty in the state.

Bhardwaj, who has won several
awards, including the IBM
Research Fellowship, has launched
an ambitious programme called
Aahan in association with two
other voluntary organijsations —
Prajnopaya Foundation and the
Swasti Seva Samiti — to provide
world class care to poverty-
stricken rural people.

Its workers spread out in differ-

ent villages, identify the suspected
patients and bring them to the dif-
ferent public health centres. Once
the disease is diagnosed, Bhard-
waj and his team make medicines
accessible to the patients and
keep track on their progress
through the next months,
Bhardwaj, who has PhD and
graduate degrees in electrical
engineering and computer science
from MIT, had started working in
Dalsingsaral two years ago.

“In two years time, we have
achieved remarkable results,” he
said. “TB patients used to shy

Cured 204 TB patients

within two years

away from going to the hospital
for treatment but more and more
people are coming forward now.”

He said Aahan served about

1.22 lakh people in 68 village
communities which helped diag-
nose 1,119 cases of suspected
TB. “Since the programme was
launched in July 2010, 328
patients have been diagnosed
with TB out of which 204 have
been fully cured,” he said.
Bhardwaj said Aahan, which
works closely with the Centre’s
National TB Programme and the
health department of the Bihar
government, had trained and

engaged more than 70 govern-
ment fernale health workers from
the local communities to deliver
the drugs to the patient.
Bhardwaj said initially he had
heard a lot of negative things
about Bihar “I was told about the
abduction industry and all kinds
of things but I found things com-
pletely different here,” he said. “By
the time I came, the Nitish Kumar
government had already started
doing work in the health sector.”
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Private medical colleges can conduct -
entrance test but can’t declare results -

Supreme Court grants permission, while deciding to gxamine NEET validity

J. Venkaté*s‘an v

NEW DELHE: The Supreme
Court, while deciding to ex-
amine the validity of the Na-
tional Eligibility
Entrance Test (NEET), has
permitted private medical
colleges to conduct their own
entrance tests for admission
to MBBS/postgraduate/den-
tal courses but they should
Jqot declare the results until
its further orders.

A Bench of Chief Justice
Altamas Kabir and Justices
S.5. Nijjar and J. Chelames-
war, by an interim order, also
allowed the Medical Council
of India, the Dental Council
of India, as well as the States
and universities and other
institutions to conduct their
respective examinations for
MBES and other postgradu-
ate courses on condition that
they would not declare the
results.

and -

# Transfer matters from High Coufts: Bench

L L T —

® All transferred cases, pleas listed for final

hearing on January 15, 16, 17

The MCI recently con-
ducted the NEET even as the
case was pending consider-
ation by the Bench. Andhra
Pradesh and Tamil Nadu,
several associations of ,pri-
vate medical colleges, the
Christian Medical College,
Vellore, DD Medical College
and DD Hospital, Tamil Na-
du, and various individual
colleges had filed petitions in
High Courts and obtained an
interim stay against NEET
applicability to them.

Aggrieved, the MCI filed
petitions seeking transfer of
these cases to the Supreme
Court to avoid multiplicity of
proceedings. The Supreme
Court, while staying all fur-

ther proceedings, issued no-

oy

tice to the respondent
colleges/States/associations
seeking their response,

In the interim order
passed on over 50 transfer
petitions, the Bench said
that while the main pending
matters needed to be decid-
ed early, “the time taken in
hearing the matters should
be utilised in allowing the
students to sit for their ex-
aminations which have been
already notified. According-
ly, let all the transferred
cases, as well as the writ pet-
itions, be listed for final
hearing and disposal on Ja-
nuary 15, 16 and 17, 2013.”

‘Give wide publicity’
Such of those matters

which had not been trans-
ferred from High Courts
should be transferred to the
Supreme Court, the Bench
said, It asked the MCI, the
DCI, the Union of India and
the States to give wide pub-
licity so that “students who
are intending to sit for the
entrance examinations may
have knowledge of the

» same.”

Differing stands

In these cases, while the
MCI said the NEET would
avoid multiple entrance
tests and minimise corrup-
tion and irregularities in ad-
missions, private unaided
colleges, religious and lin-
guistic minorities alleged
that the NEET interfered
with their autonomy and
right to admit students of
their choice by conducting
their own entrance tests
without compromising on
merit.
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Experts

P-

against school
marks in JEE

ANUBHUTI VISHNOIL
NEW DELH!, DECEMBER 16

XPERTS have warned
Eagajnst anytweaking in
the AIEEE to decide

admission to engineering insti-
tutes, including II'T3, saying this
would “detract seriously from
theeffectiveness” of the all-In-
diaentrance exam.

Brought inbythe CBSE to
‘normalise’ Class XII marks
across 29 school boards —
ahead of making them part of
the engineering entrance for-
mat — experts from the Aus-
tralian Council of Education
Research and Pearson Foun-
dation have cautioned against
the same. They have ques-
ticned the distribution of
marks by the CBSE, suggest-
ing there was external interven-
tionby theway of grace marks/
extramarksat points.

Areputedindependentor-
ganisation, the ACER man-
ages the international PISA
testing for secondary-level
school education.

Amid stiff opposition, the
HRD Ministry — then led by
Kapil Sibal —had announced a
new comrhon entrance format
foradmission to IT'Ts, NI'Ts and
TITTS from 2013. This new exam
is proposed to have two com-
ponents — JEE Main (for
screening) and JEE Advanced
(for the final 11T merit list), In
the format, 40 per cent weigh-
tage is to be given to Class XI1
scoresat the screeningstage in

JEE Main for determining ad-
mission to NITs, IIITs and
other engineering institutes.
Board marks were to be ‘nor-
malised’ across school boards
to ensure a level playing field
tostudents from all states.
CBSE Chairperson Vineet
Joshi said the report by the
Australian experts was not the
lastword on the subject. “They
have seen limited data and
theirview isbasedon the same.
The normalisation  across
boardsand weightage toboard
scores is do-able and in fact it is
happening arcund the world
and even at home, Kerala for
instance does it with joint en-
trance exams taking board
mg{rks into account,” Joshi said.
However, ACER and
Pearson experts feel school
board scores from across states
can hardly be ‘normalised’ ef-

fectively to enable the same to .

be used for a common en-
trance. “AIEEE Total scores
appear to be quite well suited
for tertiary selection, and to
form any combination with
scores distributed like these
would detract seriously from
their effectiveness,” ACER ex-
pertshave said,

The recently launched
Centre for Assessment and Re-

_ search of the CBSE and a task

force with experts from the In-
dian Statistical Institute, 1T
Kanpur and the CBSE looking
intothe issue has come up with
adivergent view, fully backing
the normalisation format.
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=Members of lIT, Indore, wining team.

II'T-I gears up for
Tech-fest 2013

HT Correspondent

= editorbhopal@hindustantimes.com

INDORE: This year more than
500 students from Indian
Institute of Technology-
Indore are to participate in
Tech-fest, Asia’s largest sci-
ence and technology festival
organised by Indian Institute
of Technology- Bombay.

The fest is patronised by
UNESCO in its endeavor to
provide a platform for stu-
dents to showcase their tal-
ent in the field of technology.
The 16th edition of Tech-fest
is scheduled to be held from
January 3-5, 2013.

“Tech-fest, in its latest edi-
tion saw a footfall of more
than 92,000 visitors from
2,200 colleges all across
India and 500 universities
from abroad including 6000
corporate executives and fac-
ulty members,” said Shaily
Garg, one of the organisers
of the show.

Fifteen years ago in 1998
Tech-fest was organised for
promoting technology, sci-

entific thinking and innova-
tion among students. The
fest acquaints students
with upcoming technology,
research and development
in their respective streams
of technology.

This year the list of speak-
ers scheduled to speak at the
event comprises of various
dignitaries such as Nobel
prize winner’s Amartya Sen
(Economic science,1998), and
Ei-Ichi Negishi (Chemistry,
2010), first Indian astronaut
Rakesh Sharma to name a few.

“Apart from the events dur-
ing the festival, Tech-fest is a
socio-technical festival with
initiatives taken up by the
team each year. Apart from
the over 150 events during the
three days, we have various
events lined up throughout
the year which cater to all
sections of society,” said Garg.

The event list comprises of

initiatives, ideate, competi-

tions, workshops, lectures, -

exhibitions, technoholix and
fun filled ozone for the stu-
dents.
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Class Apart

Vatsala Shrangi/TNN

mathernatics education, a joint-degree pro-

gramme initiated by Delhi University (DU} and
Jamia Millia Jslamia (JMI), under the Meta university
concept was conducted recently. The programme,
which is equivalent to MSc mathematics education,
had a total of 205 students appearing for the exam for
20 seats on offer.

Fifty-seven students were shortlisted for the inter-
view, while 20 students were finally selected for the
programme. The list has been posted on the websites
of the two universities. Provisional admissions will be
made from December 18-21, while if necessary, a sec-
ond list for admission will be displayed on December -
22. The course will hegin on January 3, 2013, Classes

o will be held jointly on both campuses — AJK .

mass communication ¢entre, JMI, and cluster
| innovation centre (CIC), DU.

' “Since the course is starting mid-semester,
the response was good with more than 200 .
students applying for the course, We expect all
students in the final list to take admission.
However, in ¢ase of any dropouts, we will be
amouncing a second list. It is an interesting
course and we have received several requests
~ from students of various disciplines to run simi-
lar programmes in other subjects as well, includ- *
ing hiology, English, Hindi, etc,says MM Chaturvedi,
director of CIC.

While the written test had a weighting of 76%, the
interview had a weighting of 25%. An eight-member =
panel interviewed the candidates. “It was difficult, as
most students were bright with many even havinga .
BEd degree. What we wers looking for in candidates,
besides aptitude, was their interest in the subject,”
says Pankaj Tvagi, programme-coordinator, DU.

Representatives of DU and Jamia held a meeting re-
cently in regard to conducting classes and timetables.
“We had a detailed discussion on the modalities of the
programme.-The timetable slots will be notified on the
websites in about 10 days' time,” informs SM Sajid,
registrar, Jamia Millia Islamia. :

Jarnia will also be initiating the next Meta university
project in public health, which is to begin in the next
gession in July 2013. All the four Meta universities —
JMI, DU, Jawharlal Nehru University (JNU) and Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT) Delhi — will ba participat-
ing in the programme. “We will be holding our first
meeting in this regard in January and initiate the
process of writing to tHe other three universities for
their approval on the course. The course will be de-
signed in such & manner that students can be located
at each institution for a semester, while the faculty can

be on the move,” adds Sajid.

The entrance exam to the two-year Masters in
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Fee hike on the cards for Centre-funded universities

By Ritika Chopra in New Delhi

AFEE hike across most central unlversities,
4 Including those In the Capital, and insti-
tutes appears to be imminent with the
tacit nod of the new minlster for human
resource development (HRD).

Echolng the sentiment of the Planning
Commission, HRD minister M.M. Pallam
Ralu feels that there Isn’t anything wrong
In central Institutlons (that Is, funded by
central government) increasing thelr fee
to make academic programmes “viable”.

“It (fee) can be ralsed to keep up with the
current fee levels. The Idea Is not to punish
students, but to ensure that the programmes
are viable and Infrastructure such as labora-
tories and research facilitles do not suffer for
want of funds,” the minister tofd Maw Topay.

Raju’s support is clearly good news for the
Indlan Institutes of Technology (1ITs), which

p-15

recently proposed an 80 per cent hike In Its
annual fee — from 350,000 to T90,000 per
annum, This proposal awaits the final
approval of the IIT Council, which Is chaired
by the HRD minister.

Moreover, hls statement wlll only
strengthen the case of central unfversitles
such as Jawaharial Nehru University (JNU)

HRD minlster supports
change in fee structure

which has, time and agaln, been forced to
rollback its fee hike on account of stiff reslst-
ance from the student community. JNU hasn’t
hiked Its fee In at least the last two decades.
Masters students continue to pay a measly
264 per semester (every six months) and
research scholars 7275 for the same period.

According to JNU vice-chancellor S.K.

HT Chandigarh

Deal signed for better
cooperation among NITs

JALANDHAR: In order to promote
academic and research activi-
ties, Dr BR Ambedkar National
Institute of Technology (NIT')
has signed memorandums of
understanding (MoU) with
three national institutes of
technology based at Hamirpur,
Srinagar and Jaipur.

NIT director SK Das said,
“We would support each oth-
er’'s endeavour in the delivery
of exchange of scientific and
technical information, joint

Page 7 of 9

Sopory, the varsity Is once again trying to
raise its fee. “Our fee is so little that even a
100 per cent increase wlll not make much
of a difference to our actual need for
funds. But nothing can be implemented
unless the students are also on board. Our
preliminary discussion with the students
showed there Is a lot of resistance to the
idea,” Sopory said.

The draft report of the Planning Commis-
sion for the 12th Plan Perlod has strongly
advocated fee hike especlally for central
universlties based In Delhi, where higher
education continuesto be highly subsidised.

“Malntaining low levels of fee Is not sus-
talnable; in fact it Is regressive since It often
tends to benefit the better-off students.
With growing prosperity, rising household
incomes and strong family values, more
and more households are now wiiling to
pay higher fees,” the draft report suggests,

supervision of postgraduate
and PhD students, undertak
ing collaborative researcl
activities through participa
tion in national and interna
tional funded projects.”

“We will also jointly organ
ise events including seminars
workshops, conferences anc
training programmes. We wil
identify areas of interests anc
exchnage faculty member:
as per the requirements,” he
added. HT(
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India develops
world’s first
JE vaccine

Kounteya Sinha | in

Mew Delhi: The world's first
vaocine  against  Japanese
Encephalitis (JE), created
usingan ndianstrain of the vi-
s, 18 now reacy;

MWational Institute of Virol-
ogy (NIVY, Pune had provided
Bharat Biotech with
astramof the JE virus collect-
ed firom Kolar in Karnatala —
a hotbed for JE infections, for
the wvaccine, Bharat has just
submitted the results from the
final human rials to the drug
contraoller general of ndia for
marketingclearance.

Dr Raj Shankar Ghosh
fromPATH, anorganization in-
strumental in conducting JE
vaccinations  across  India
gince 2006 in 15 states and 118
districts, said the vaccine has
been found to have a protection
rate of 90% and can be used on
the 1-15 years age sroup. “The
application for marketing ap-
proval has already been sub.-
mitted to the DCGIL The clini-
cal data will also be placed
before the ndian Council of
Medical Research for reviewin
January  ICKMR's  scientific
committes provides technical
support to the povernment on
effectiveness of wvaccines fiol-
lowring which a decision is talk-
en on whether it can be intro-
duced in the public health
programme,” Dr Ghosh said.

According to PATH's coun-
trv programme leader Tarun

Wij, the waccine, besides pro-
tecting against the Indian
strains of JE, is also effective
against the MNakavama sirain
— the original strain from Ja-
pan, and the Bilen strain that
circulates in other Asian coun-
tries. Atpresent, India imports
its entire stock of JE vaccine
fromn China's National Biotech
Group. Health minister Ghu-
lam Mabi Azad said on Friday
that India recorded nearly
T.B00 cases of AES till Decern-
ber11 with neary 1,200 deaths.
The number of cases and
deaths of AES {Acute Enceph-
alitis Syndrome) have been in-
creasing every vean In 2008, In-
diarecorded 4,97 cases and 779
deaths followed by 5,167 cases
and G789 deaths in 2010, 8,249
casesand 1169 deaths in 2011,

JE, a8 mosquito-borne vi-
rus, affects the central nervous
systern, It 1s transmitted to hu-
mans via the bite of an infected
meoequito,  The mosguitoes
usually get infected when feed-
ing on domestic pigs carrying
thewvirus, The Cabinet recently
approved a proposal for a com-
prehensive multi-pronged
strate oy for the preventionand
contral of JE and AES. The
plan will be implemented in G0
priority districts for five vears
till 2017, The programme 15 ex-
pected to cost Rs3.854 crore,

Dr Ghosh =said, *8A 14will
finally get prequal ificationcer-
tificate from the World Health
Organization in 2018,
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